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I Ukraine: Political Operative Fueling Russian Influence Efforts in US

I Ve assess that Ukrainian political consultant Andriy
Telizhenko's extensive peddling of false and unsubstantiated
allegations, primarily regarding the 2016 US presidential election, is
feeding into Russia’s campaign to influence US audiences. |Jj
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Il Andriy Telizhenko poses in front
of the US Capitol in fall 2019.

— [l Telizhenko claimed without evidence in spring 2019 that documents
indicating the 2016 Republican presidential candidate's campaign
chairman received $12.7 million from a Russia-friendly Ukrainian political party were forgeries solicited by the
previous US administration, according to US press reports. Publicly available US court records verify some
payments.

— [l Telizhenko's activity began in January 2017, when he publicly claimed that diplomats at the Ukrainian
Embassy in Washington instructed him to help a Democratic Party consultant in spring 2016 expose alleged
ties between the Republican presidential candidate's campaign chairman and the Russian Government. The
Embassy admitted to having met with the consultant but denied it passed her documents or other nonpublic
information, according to US press reports.

I T elizhenko’s collaboration with Ukrainians actively supporting the Kremlin's preferred
narratives suggests he is, at a minimum, unwittingly fueling known Russian Government influence
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— I T ¢lizhenko participated in a documentary film that aired in late January on a US network. [Jiil]
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— I Russian state propaganda outlets and proxy media have amplified Telizhenko's narratives since 2017,

Il For additional information:

Il Produced under the auspices of the Chief of Analysis, Europe and Eurasia Mission Center.
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